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              Gregory P. Kurtz 
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City of Independence, Ohio 
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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JUNE 3, 2022 
 

 
 
Pool & Splash Pad Season  
 

 
 

Both the outdoor pool and splash pad opened on schedule last Sunday, May 29, just in 
time to offer some cool relief from the first heatwave of the season.  The new Splash Pad 
is proving to be a big hit!      
 
I want to thank the Recreation Department for their hard work preparing for the start of 
the season including maintenance, deck set-up, training of lifeguards and staff, and so 
much more.  
 
Here’s a quick reminder for all residents about pool passes which includes access to the 
splash pad: 
 

First-Time pool passes must be purchase at the Recreation Department inside 
the Civic Center.  Please bring a photo id with your current address.  
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Pass renewals may be purchased at the outdoor pool, Civic Center or online.  
 
Independence residents may purchase a pass for their non-resident 
children at the Civic Center. The resident parents must be property owners and 
reside here.  Parents are required to accompany their children to the Civic Center 
to purchase a pass.  
 
Family passes are for members of one household.  Families cannot be grouped 
together.  
 
Resident households are permitted 4 guests per day and are required 
to accompany their guests during their visits. 
 

 
 
 
Distinguished Service 
 

As Mayor and Safety Director, I want to recognize 
Detective Andrew March for his investigation into the 
March bank robbery that led to the apprehension of 
two suspects.    
 
On the morning of March 4, a man walked into the 
Chase Bank on Brecksville Road and presented a teller 
with a note demanding cash.  The teller complied, and 
the suspect fled on foot.  
 
This week, Police Chief Robert Butler presented Det. 

March with a Certificate of Commendation for his distinguished service to the City of 
Independence.  Chief Butler said Det. March demonstrated excellent proficiency going 
above and beyond to track down the bank robber and his accomplice.  Independence 
Police apprehended the suspects without incident just a few weeks later.   
 
The bank robbery was Det. March’s first case since joining the IPD Detective Bureau.  

 
 

 
Memorial Day 
I want to thank everyone who participated 
in the Memorial Day Services and 
Procession last Monday.    It felt right to 
return to the City’s traditional services on 
Public Square followed by the procession 
to Maple Shade Cemetery to honor the 
men and women who have sacrificed their 
lives for our freedom. 
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Also, thanks to Discount Drug Mart for again 
sponsoring the cookout after the services to 
benefit the Independence High School Marching 
Band.  
 
If you were not able to attend, here is a video 
that captures the meaningful day.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Master” Plant Sale  

 

The Master Gardeners of Cuyahoga County are holding their annual plant sale on 

Saturday, June 4 at the Kiwanis Pavilion from 9 AM to 1 PM.    

https://drive.google.com/file/d/165oPiO0PxHk4RSvpFQt6-8ofywXc1SyP/view?usp=sharing
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As you can see from these photos, there will be a wide variety of plants including 

perennials, vegetables, herbs, trees, shrubs, planters, indoor plants, available for sale 

along with unique gardening accessories.    

Master Gardeners will also be available to answer any of your questions about planting, 

watering, pruning, etc.  and new plants will be stocked all day long.  Cash, check or 

charge.   

New this year: Any unsold plants will be available for sale at MetroHealth Hospital on 

Monday, June 6 from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM.   You can find more information on the plant 

sale, public events, programs, and how to become a Master Gardener here.  

 

 

Let’s Bocce! 
The new Bocce Ball courts are open. Located near the tennis courts, there are benches at 
both ends of the bocce courts, and the Annex Pavilion and restrooms are just a few feet 
away.  

 
 

 

https://cuyahogamg.org/


5 
 
 

Summer Concerts Begin Next Week 

 

The first summer concert of the season is next Friday, June 10 

starting at 7 PM on the Bandstand on Public Square.  In addition 

to different food trucks every week, there will be a Farmers 

Market on the Square every week from 5 to 8 PM.   You can find a 

schedule of bands and food trucks inside the June edition of The 

Independence Post.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Weekly Finance Review  

Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Review for June 3, 

2022 here.  

 

 
 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/i_want_to/read___download___view/city_newsletter.php#outer-840
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/i_want_to/read___download___view/city_newsletter.php#outer-840
https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
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